Can neurological injury be timed?
Our knowledge about the cause of cerebral palsy continues to expand and prenatal events are thought to play an important role. This article reviews laboratory tests, imaging studies and pathologic findings that have been used to identify the timing of neurological injury. Limitations exist for all modalities, however, imaging studies, electroencephalograms and pathologic examination provide the most useful information. Improvements in our ability to time neurological injury will better direct our efforts to prevent cerebral palsy.